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THE SUN  
(Fr Dan Bădulescu)  

Ro version: http://www.hexaimeron.ro/Cosmologie/Soarele.html 

 
 

 
   
 

Let there be lights made in the firmament of heaven to give light upon the earth 
 
Who says this? God says it. And to whom is He speaking, if not to His Son? Therefore, God the 
Father says: 'Let the Sun be made', and the Son made the sun, for it was fitting that the 'Sun of 
Justice' should make the sun of the world. He, therefore, brought it to light. He illuminated it and 
granted it the power of light." (St. Ambrose Hexaimeron)  
 
Heaven and earth were the first; after them was created light; the day had been distinguished from the 
night, then had appeared the firmament and the dry element. The water had been gathered into the 
reservoir assigned to it, the earth displayed its productions, it had caused many kinds of herbs to 
germinate and it was adorned with all kinds of plants. However, the sun and the moon did not yet 
exist, in order that those who live in ignorance of God may not consider the sun as the origin and the 
father of light, or as the maker of all that grows out of the earth. That is why there was a fourth day, 
and then God said: "Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven."… 
 
The motive follows which caused the lights to be created. 
It was to illuminate the earth. Already light was created; 
why therefore say that the sun was created to give light? 
Now there is nothing here contradictory to what has been said of light. Then the actual nature of light 
was produced: now the sun's body is constructed to be a vehicle for that original light. A lamp is not 
fire. Fire has the property of illuminating, and we have invented the lamp to light us in darkness. In the 
same way, the luminous bodies have been fashioned as a vehicle for that pure, clear, and immaterial 
light. The Apostle speaks to us of certain lights which shine in the world (Phil. 2:15) without being 
confounded with the true light of the world (John 1:10), the possession of which made the saints 
luminaries of the souls which they instructed and drew from the darkness of ignorance. This is why the 
Creator of all things, made the sun in addition to that glorious light, and placed it shining in the 
heavens… 
 
…And do not tell me that the light of the moon is borrowed, diminishing or increasing in proportion as it 
approaches or recedes from the sun. That is not now the object of our research; we only wish to prove 
that its body differs from the light which makes it shine. I wish you to have the same idea of the sun; 
except however that the one, after having once received light and having mixed it with its substance, 
does not lay it down again, whilst the other, turn by turn, putting off and reclothing itself again with 
light, proves by that which takes place in itself what we have said of the sun. 
 
The sun and moon thus received the command to divide the day from the night. God had already 
separated light from darkness; then He placed their natures in opposition, so that they could not 
mingle, and that there could never be anything in common between darkness and light. You see what 

http://www.hexaimeron.ro/Cosmologie/Soarele.html


 2 

a shadow is during the day; that is precisely the nature of darkness during the night. If, at the 
appearance of a light, the shadow always falls on the opposite side; if in the morning it extends 
towards the setting sun; if in the evening it inclines towards the rising sun, and at mid-day turns 
towards the north; night retires into the regions opposed to the rays of the sun, since it is by nature 
only the shadow of the earth. Because, in the same way that, during the day, shadow is produced by a 
body which intercepts the light, night comes naturally when the air which surrounds the earth is in 
shadow.  
 
And this is precisely what Scripture says, "God divided the light from the darkness." Thus darkness 
fled at the approach of light, the two being at their first creation divided by a natural antipathy. Now 
God commanded the sun to measure the day, and the moon, whenever she rounds her disc, to rule 
the night. For then these two luminaries are almost diametrically opposed; when the sun rises, the full 
moon disappears from the horizon, to re-appear in the east at the moment the sun sets. It matters little 
to our subject if in other phases the light of the moon does not correspond exactly with night. It is none 
the less true, that when at its perfection it makes the stars to turn pale and lightens up the earth with 
the splendour of its light, it reigns over the night, and in concert with the sun divides the duration of it in 

equal parts… 
 
"Let them be for days" says Scripture, not to produce them but to rule them; because day and night 
are older than the creation of the luminaries and it is this that the psalm declares to us. "The sun to 
rule by day... the moon and stars to rule by night." (St. Basil Hexaimeron) 

 
Sun: its location and movement 

 
We begin by seeing clearly from the teaching of the Holy Spirit where is the place of the Sun. We too, 
see in this way, our bodily senses, and until so far about 200 years the common sense too, confirm 
the teaching of the Spirit: Gen. 19:23; Deuteronomy 23:14; Ecclesiastes 1:3-5; 
"Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In them hath he 
set a tabernacle for the sun, Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a 
strong man to run a race. His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of 
it: and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof." (Psalm 19:4-6) 
 
Blessed Theodoret of Cyrus interpretation: "Thus taught the great Moses: "And God made two great 
lights and set them in the firmament of heaven to give light upon the earth." The divine David said the 
same: And so this one (the sun) rises from the east, and in one day passes the heaven and reach 
west to share all beings to its fluster." 
- How does the sun rule by day?  
Because carrying everywhere light with it, it is no sooner risen above the horizon than it drives away 
darkness and brings us day. Thus we might, without self deception, define day as air lighted by the 
sun, or as the space of time that the sun passes in our hemisphere. 
 
"Let them be for days" says Scripture, not to produce them but to rule them; because day and night 
are older than the creation of the luminaries and it is this that the psalm declares to us. "The sun to 
rule by day... the moon and stars to rule by night." (Psalm 136, 8-9) 
If the sun, subject to corruption, is so beautiful, so grand, so rapid in its movement, so invariable in its 
course; if its grandeur is in such perfect harmony with and due proportion to the universe: if, by the 
beauty of its nature, it shines like a brilliant eye in the middle of creation... " (St. Basil Hexaimeron) 
  
"When, therefore, in the first three days the light was poured forth and reduced at the divine command, 
both day and night came to pass. But on the fourth day God created the great luminary, that is, the 
sun, to have rule and authority over the day… And He also created the lesser luminaries, that is, the 
moon and the stars, to have rule and authority over the night, and to give light by night. For it is night 
when the sun is under the earth, and the duration of night is the course of the sun under the earth from 
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its rising till its setting. The moon, then, and the stars were set to lighten the night: not that they are in 
the daytime under the earth, for even by day stars are in the heaven over the earth but the sun 
conceals both the stars and the moon by the greater brilliance of its light and prevents them from 
being seen. " (St. John Damascene An Exact Exposition of the Orthodox Faith) 
 
"For that reason, look first upon the firmament of heaven which was made before the sun; look first 
upon the earth which began to be visible and was already formed before the sun put in its 
appearance; look at the plants of the earth which preceded In time the light of the sun. The bramble 
preceded the sun; the blade of grass is older than the moon. Therefore, do not believe that object to 
be a god to which the gifts of God are seen to be preferred. Three days have passed. No one, 
meanwhile, has looked for the sun, yet the brilliance of light has been in evidence everywhere. For the 
day, too, has its light which is itself the precursor of the sun." (St. Ambrose, Hexaimeron) 
  
As I said earlier, the sun, although it is much bigger (as a "giant") in circumference and volume is only 
a "light", of course very important, as we see that it is the only source of light in all the universe, which 
is again completely contrary to what our science today. According to patristic teaching the sun is a 
planet, i.e. a wandering celestial body that hovers and rotates around the earth. Star means 
something else: a celestial body that has a fixed position and is moving with all the sky (firmament). 
The groups of stars form a constellation, a zodia, and they are moving from east to west retaining the 
configuration intact. The difference between the sun and stars is what we showed you: the sun moves 
as does the planet, plus it is the only source of light and heat in the universe. This Scripture confirms 
this (1 Corinthians 15:40) 
 
"But let us reflect on the fact that the light of day is one thing and the light of the sun and moon and 
stars another, for the reason that the sun itself with its rays appears to add to its brilliance to the light 
of day. This can be seen at the dawn of day or at its setting... As to the day, even the burning rays of 
the sun can inform us that daylight and sunlight differ both in their nature and in their aspect... 
  
If the sun is so swift that in its rapid course by day and night it is able to traverse all things, how great 
is He who is always and everywhere and fills all things with His majesty (Psalm 71:19)! If that which is 
bidden to come forth is deemed worthy of our admiration, how much more does He surpass our 
admiration of whom we read: 'Who commandeth the sun and it riseth not' (Job 9:7) If the sun which the 
succession of the seasons advances or recedes is mighty, how mighty must He be, also, who, 'when 
he emptied himself' (Phil. 2:7)  that we might be able to see Him who 'was the true light that enlightens 
every man who comes into this world'! (John 1:9)" (St. Ambrose Hexaimeron) 
 
"From where the sun itself ignites the light to everyone and for all views, like a chorus coryphaeus, 
covering with its brightness all other stars, to shine more than some others in turn? And the proof is 
this: they shine in front of him, and he shines above them and does not even allow them to show when 
they stand together with him nicely as a groom, hot and big as a giant (for I cannot stand to praise him 
with other words, but only mine); so great in power, that from one end to another of the world he 
covers them all with warmth of feeling and nothing escapes his action and fills all the eyes with light 
and all the body nature with heat, a heat that warms up, not burning, thanks to the gentle movement of 
temperature and order of his movement, as he stands next to all the present and include them all with 
equal measure." (St. Gregory Nazianzus - Second oration about God XXIX)  
 
Of course, since its appearance on day 4, the seasons have occurred too. Here is the patristic 
teaching related to these: 
"Ten times the three determines the composition of a month; and twelve repetitions of the month up a 
solar cycle. So, therefore, arise years and seasons, making that the faceless and appearance eternity 
to get some form, however, that all things that run through it, making a journey in life, to find their 
place and can be delight the eye as a painting full of color and freshness. 
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But nevertheless the Creator put on the self identical eternity with the links of the four seasons, with 
winter landmark in spring, and then leaving this first season to draw even more to scale, but with 
plenty crown, making entire course of time to reverse the height of summer. In order to spare some 
time to the crunch, he added also the autumn period; after which the bathing, as a noble trotter with 
sifting soft winter rain, and after so swimming it, he brings vigor refreshed new - clean and satiate the 
fall rains - the Poto spring." (Eusebius of Caesarea, Orations of Constantine) 
  
"The sun and moon, with the companies of the stars, roll on in harmony according to His command, 
within their prescribed limits, and without any deviation." (St. Clement of Rome First Epistle to the 
Corinthians)  

 
For it is manifest even to the unbelieving and unskilful, that the course of the sun, which is useful and 
necessary to the world, and which is assigned by providence, is always kept orderly; but the courses 
of the moon, in comparison of the course of the sun, seem to the unskilful to be inordinate and 
unsettled in her waxings and wanings. For the sun moves in fixed and orderly periods: for from him 
are hours, from him the day when he rises, from him also the night when he sets; from him months 
and years are reckoned, from him the variations of seasons are produced; while, rising to the higher 
regions (the equator), he tempers the spring; but when he reaches the top of the heaven (the Tropic of 
Cancer), he kindles the summer’s heats: again, sinking, he produces the temper of autumn; and when 
he returns to his lowest  circle (Tropic of Capricorn), he bequeaths to us the rigour of winter’s cold 
from the icy binding of heaven." (St. Clement) 
 
"And what is there swifter in the course than the chariot of the sun?" (St. Hippolytus Discourse on the 
Holy Theophany) 
"The sun also, who runs through his orbit in twelve months, and then returns to the same point in the 
circle." (St. Irenaeus Against Heresies) 
"The moon may dispute over her eclipses a nd ceaseless toil, and ask why she must traverse every 
month the yearly orbit of the sun. The sun may complain and want to know what he has done that he 
travels more slowly than the moon." (Blessed Jerome Against the Pelagians) 
"For the Sun is carried round along with, and is contained in, the whole heaven, and can never go 
beyond his own orbit, while the moon and other stars testify to the assistance given them by the Sun." 
 
"For who that sees the circle of heaven and the course of the sun and the moon, and the positions and 
movements of the other stars, as they take place in opposite and different directions, while yet in their 
difference all with one accord observe a consistent order, can resist the conclusion that these are not 
ordered by themselves, but have a maker distinct from themselves who orders them? Or who that 
sees the sun rising by day and the moon shining by night." (St. Athanasius the Great Against the 
Gentiles)  
 
"The sun in his course teaches thee that thou rest from labour." (St. Ephraim the Syrian On 
Admonition and Repentance) 
"But they say that the sun can be said to be alone, because there is no second sun. But the sun 
himself has many things in common with the stars, for he travels across the heavens, he is of that 
ethereal and heavenly substance, he is a creature, and is reckoned amongst all the works of God. He 
serves God in union with all, blesses Him with all, praises Him with all. Therefore he cannot accurately 
be said to be alone, for he is not set apart from the rest." (St. Ambrose the Great Exposition of the 
Christian faith) 
           
"But who gave him motion at first? And what is it which ever moves him in his circuit, though in his 
nature stable and immovable, truly unwearied, and the giver and sustainer of life, and all the rest of 
the titles which the poets justly sing of him, and never resting in his course or his benefits? How 
comes he to be the creator of day when above the earth, and of night when below it? Or whatever 
may be the right expression when one contemplates the sun?" (Saint Gregory Nazianzus Orations)  
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"The sun is extolled by David for its beauty, its greatness, its swift course, and its power, splendid as a 
bridegroom, majestic as a giant; while, from the extent of its circuit, it has such power that it equally 
sheds its light from one end of heaven to the other, and the heat thereof is in no wise lessened by 
distance." (St. Gregory Nazianzus Funeral Orations for St. Basil) 
 
"...she traverses her own circle of revolution quicker from moving in a narrower space, she herself has 
completed this more than twelve times before the sun has once traveled round his; whence it happens 
that her substance is not always covered with light. 
As, when the sun shines above the earth, the shadow is spread over its lower part, because its 
spherical shape makes it impossible for it to be clasped all round at one and the same time by the 
rays, and necessarily, on whatever side the sun’s rays may fall on some particular point of the globe, if 
we follow a straight diameter, we shall find shadow upon the opposite point, and so, continuously, at 
the opposite end of the direct line of the rays shadow moves round that globe, keeping pace with the 
sun, so that equally in their turn both the upper half and the under half of the earth are in light and 
darkness." (St. Gregory of Nyssa On the Soul and Resurrection) 
 
"For an eclipse of the sun had also happened; and this was attributed to the divine power of Romulus 
by the ignorant multitude, who did not know that it was brought about by the fixed laws of the sun’s 
course"  

 
"This he said either of those things of which he had just been speaking, the succession of generations, 
the orbit of the sun, the course of rivers, or else of all kinds of creatures that are born and die." 
(Blessed Augustine City of God) 
 
"I desire to know the power and nature of time, by which we measure the motions of bodies, and say 
(for example) that this motion is twice as long as that. For, I ask, since “day” declares not the stay only 
of the sun upon the earth, according to which day is one thing, night another, but also its entire circuit 
from east even to east, according to which we say, “So many days have passed” (the nights being 
included when we say “so many days,” and their spaces not counted apart), since, then, the day is 
finished by the motion of the sun, and by his circuit from east to east, I ask, whether the motion itself is 
the day, or the period in which that motion is completed, or both? For if the first be the day, then would 
there be a day although the sun should finish that course in so small a space of time as an hour. If the 
second, then that would not be a day if from one sunrise to another there were but so short a period 
as an hour, but the sun must go round four-and-twenty times to complete a day. If both, neither could 
that be called a day if the sun should run his entire round in the space of an hour; nor that, if, while the 
sun stood still, so much time should pass as the sun is accustomed to accomplish his whole course in 
from morning to morning. 
 
I shall not therefore now ask, what that is which is called day, but what time is, by which we, 
measuring the circuit of the sun, should say that it was accomplished in half the space of time it was 
wont, if it had been completed in so small a space as twelve hours; and comparing both times, we 
should call that single, this double time, although the sun should run his course from east to east 
sometimes in that single, sometimes in that double time." (Blessed Augustine Confessions) 
 
And all things that have been constituted by God for the sake of men abide the same:... the earth itself 
continues stable; that the sun accomplishes its circuit about it perfectly, and rolls round to the same 
mark again... all act without forcing it to pass beyond its limits, and without themselves also violating 
their appointed laws." (St. Gregory Thaumaturgos On Ecclesiastes, 1, 2) 
 
Besides, we see that the great wisdom of Him who governs all, makes the sun travel from one region 
to another, for fear that, if it remained always in the same place, its excessive heat would destroy the 
order of the universe. Now it passes into southern regions about the time of the winter solstice, now it 
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returns to the sign of the equinox; from thence it betakes itself to northern regions during the summer 
solstice, and keeps up by this imperceptible passage a pleasant temperature throughout all the 
world... 
 

Let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years 
 

We have spoken about signs. By times, we understand the succession of seasons, winter, spring, 
summer and autumn, which we see follow each other in so regular a course, thanks to the regularity of 
the movement of the luminaries. It is winter when the sun sojourns in the south and produces in 
abundance the shades of night in our region. The air spread over the earth is chilly, and the damp 
exhalations, which gather over our heads, give rise to rains, to frosts, to innumerable flakes of snow. 
When, returning from the southern regions, the sun is in the middle of the heavens and divides day 
and night into equal parts, the more it sojourns above the earth the more it brings back a mild 
temperature to us. Then comes spring, which makes all the plants germinate, and gives to the greater 
part of the trees their new life, and, by successive generation, perpetuates all the land and water 
animals. From thence the sun, returning to the summer solstice, in the direction of the North, gives us 
the longest days. And, as it travels farther in the air, it burns that which is over our heads, dries up the 
earth, ripens the grains and hastens the maturity of the fruits of the trees. At the epoch of its greatest 
heat, the shadows which the sun makes at mid-day are short… All these phenomena happen whilst 
the sun is passing into northern regions: they give us an idea of the heat thrown on the air, by the rays 
of the sun and of the effects that they produce.  

 
Next we pass to autumn, which breaks up the excessive heat, lessening the warmth little by little, and 
by a moderate temperature brings us back without suffering to winter, to the time when the sun returns 
from the northern regions to the southern. 
It is thus that seasons, following the course of the sun, succeed each other to rule our life… 
As to the solar year, it is the time that the sun, having started from a certain sign, takes to return to it in 
its normal progress. (St. Basil Hexaimeron) 
 
"These men should, from the point of view, at least, of the heat of the sun, take note that God has set 
different times and places for the sun's courses, lest, if it should linger always in the same places, it 
might burn them up with its daily heat... 
We have spoken at length on this subject and do not desire to say any more, lest some people may 
form the opinion that what was taken up merely for the purpose of refutation has been presented for 
the purpose of publicizing it. As a matter of fact, how can these subjects which as children we held in 
ridicule now seriously enter our thoughts in our declining years? Therefore, let us now direct our pen 
to what remains of our reading of Scripture: 'Let there be lights (...) as signs and for the fixing of 

seasons, days and years,' (Gen. 1:14.) He said. We have already discussed the subject of 'signs.' 
What are seasons but successive changes, that is, winter, spring, summer, and autumn? During these 
seasons the passage of the sun is either swift or slow, scarcely touching us at one time with its rays; 
at another, burning us with its heat. And so we have winter when the sun lingers in the southern 
regions. When the sun is somewhat far away, the earth grows rigid with frost and is stiffened by cold. 
The earth is covered by all-pervading nocturnal shadows, so that the nights are much longer in extent 
than are the days. From this fact it happens that during the storms of winter a great amount of snow 
and rain is precipitated. When, however, the sun, leaving the southern regions, returns to its position 
over the earth, the duration of day and night becomes equal. Then, the more it prolongs its sojourn, 
the more it gradually tempers the air with its heat and with the clemency of its atmosphere, which 
fosters all things and forces them once more to reproduction… But when the sun rises toward the 
summer solstice in the north, the daytime is lengthened, thereby narrowing and restricting the period 
of night. And so, the more assiduously the sun links itself and mingles with our atmosphere, the more 
completely does it furnish heat to the air and at the same time dry up the moisture of the earth, thus 
causing the seeds to sprout forth and the offspring of the forests to ripen, as it were, into manhood. At 
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the time when the sun becomes warmer, the shadows at noon become shorter, inasmuch as the sun 
in this region shines from a position high above us." (St. Ambrose Hexaimeron) 

 
"But what? Is there not cause to wonder when one looks at the constitution of the sun? For being to 
the sight as it were a small body (Wisdom of Sirach 43:2) he contains a mighty power; appearing from 
the East, and sending forth his light unto the West: whose rising at dawn the Psalmist described, 
saying: And he cometh forth out of his chamber as a bridegroom (Psalm 19:5). He was describing the 
brightness and moderation of his state on first becoming visible unto men: for when he rides at high 
noon, we often flee from his blaze: but at his rising he is welcome to all as a bridegroom to look on. 
Observe also his arrangement (or rather not his, but the arrangement of Him who by an ordinance 
determined his course), how in summer he rises higher and makes the days longer, giving men good 
time for their works: but in winter contracts his course, that the period of cold may be increased, and 
that the nights becoming longer may contribute to men's rest, and contribute also to the fruitfulness of 
the products of the earth. See also how the days alternately respond each to other in due order, in 
summer increasing, and in winter diminishing; but in spring and autumn granting equal intervals one to 
another. And the nights again complete the like courses; so that the Psalmist also says of them, Day 
unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night claimeth knowledge (Psalm 19:2). For to the heretics 
who have no ears, they all but cry aloud, and by their good order say, that there is none other God 
save the Creator who hath set them their bounds, and laid out the order of the Universe." (St. Cyril of 
Jerusalem Catechetical Lectures) 
 
"I desire to know the power and nature of time, by which we measure the motions of bodies, and say 
(for example) that this motion is twice as long as that. For, I ask, since “day” declares not the stay only 
of the sun upon the earth, according to which day is one thing, night another, but also its entire circuit 
from east even to east, according to which we say, “So many days have passed” (the nights being 
included when we say “so many days,” and their spaces not counted apart), since, then, the day is 
finished by the motion of the sun, and by his circuit from east to east, I ask, whether the motion itself is 
the day, or the period in which that motion is completed, or both? For if the first be the day, then would 
there be a day although the sun should finish that course in so small a space of time as an hour. If the 
second, then that would not be a day if from one sunrise to another there were but so short a period 
as an hour, but the sun must go round four-and-twenty times to complete a day. If both, neither could 
that be called a day if the sun should run his entire round in the space of an hour; nor that, if, while the 
sun stood still, so much time should pass as the sun is accustomed to accomplish his whole course in 
from morning to morning. I shall not therefore now ask, what that is which is called day, but what time 
is, by which we, measuring the circuit of the sun, should say that it was accomplished in half the space 
of time it was wont, if it had been completed in so small a space as twelve hours; and comparing both 
times, we should call that single, this double time, although the sun should run his course from east to 
east sometimes in that single, sometimes in that double time. Let no man then tell me that the motions 
of the heavenly bodies are times, because, when at the prayer of one the sun stood still in order that 
he might achieve his victorious battle, the sun stood still, but time went on. For in such space of time 
as was sufficient was that battle fought and ended..."  (Blessed Augustine Confessiones) 

"The course which the Creator appointed for them to run is unceasing and remaineth fixed as He 
established them. For the divine David says, The moon and the stars which Thou establishedst 
(Psalm 8 :4), and by the word “establishedst” he referred to the fixity and unchangeableness of the 
order and series granted to them by God. For He appointed them for seasons, and signs, and days 
and years.  

It is through the Sun that the four seasons are brought about. And the first of these is spring: for in it 
God created all things, and even down to the present time its presence is evidenced by the bursting of 
the flowers into bud, and this is the equinoctial period, since day and night each consist of twelve 
hours. It is caused by the sun rising in the middle, and is mild and increases the blood, and is warm 
and moist, and holds a position midway between winter and summer, being warmer and drier than 
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winter, but colder and moister than summer. This season lasts from March 21st till June 24th. Next, 
when the rising of the sun moves towards more northerly parts, the season of summer succeeds, 
which has a place midway between spring and autumn, combining the warmth of spring with the 
dryness of autumn: for it is dry and warm, and increases the yellow bile. In it falls the longest day, 
which has fifteen hours, and the shortest night of all, having only nine hours. This season lasts from 
June 24th till September 25th. Then when the sun again returns to the middle, autumn takes the place 
of summer. It has a medium amount of cold and heat, dryness and moisture, and holds a place 
midway between summer and winter, combining the dryness of summer with the cold of winter. For it 
is cold and dry, and increases the black bile. This season, again, is equinoctial, both day and night 
consisting of twelve hours, and it lasts from September 25th till December 25th. And when the rising of 
the sun sinks to its smallest and lowest point, i.e. the south, winter is reached, with its cold and 
moisture. It occupies a place midway between autumn and spring, combining the cold of autumn 
24band the moisture of spring. In it falls the shortest day, which has only nine hours, and the longest 
night, which has fifteen: and it lasts from December 25th till March 21st… So, then, it is the sun that 
makes the seasons, and through them the year: it likewise makes the days and nights" (St. John 
Damascene An Exact Exposition of the Othodox Faith) 

 
"The sun shines all the ends of the world... that there is no such need for the world for the trip of the 
sun, how is the reading the Psalter for the man. St. John Chrysostom says that: "Better that the sun 
stops its trip than to stop the reading of the Psalter." (Foreword to power of the Psalms and what is the 
Psalter)  

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE HOLY CHURCH FATHERS AND WRITERS  

AT THE WONDER OF JOSHUA THE SON OF NUN  
 

 
  
 

St. Justin Martyr: "The former, after he had been named Jesus (Joshua), and after he had received 
strength from His Spirit, caused the sun to stand still." (Dialogue with Trypho, CXIII) 
"And again, when the land was given up to you with so great a display of power, that youwitnessed the 
sun stand still in the heavens by the order of that man whose name was Jesus (Joshua), and not go 
down for thirty-six hours, as well as all the other miracles which were wrought for you as time 
served..." (Dialogue with Trypho, CXXXII) 
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St. Hippolytus: "And again, when Joshua the son of Nun was fighting against the Amorites, when the 
sun was now inclining to its setting, and the battle was being pressed closely, Joshua, being anxious 
lest the heathen host should escape on the descent of night, cried out, saying, “Sun, stand thou still in 
Gibeon; and thou moon, in the valley of Ajalon,” until I vanquish this people. And the sun stood still, 
and the moon, in their places, so that day was one of twentyfour hours. 
 
And again, when Jesus son of Nun fight the Amorites, the sun westward bend and clinch the battle, 
Jesus, being careful as the heathen do not escape at nightfall, he cried out saying:" to Gavaon sun 
and moon to stand on Aijalon valley "until I will conquer them. And sun and moon stood still, in their 
place, so that day was 24 hours. (Of course it's certainly a day light. Then followed the 8 hours of the 
night, 32 hours total) (Fragments, I, Discourse on Hezekiah) 
 
Tertullian: "Think we that Joshua the son of Nun, when warring down the Amorites, had breakfasted 
on that day on which he ordered the very elements to keep a Station? The sun “stood” in Gibeon, and 
the moon in Ajalon; the sun and the moon “stood in station until the People was avenged of his 
enemies, and the sun stood in the mid heaven.” When, moreover, (the sun) did draw toward his 
setting and the end of the one day, there was no such day beforetime and in the latest time (of course, 
(no day) so long), “that God,” says (the writer), “should hear a man” – (a man,) to be sure, the sun’s 
peer, so long persistent in his duty – a Station longer even than late." (On Fasting, X) 
 
St. Ambrose the Great: "Worthy surely was he to stand forth as a man who might stay the course of 
the river, and who might say: “Sun, stand still,” and delay the night and lengthen the day, as though to 
witness his victory. Why? a blessing denied to Moses, he alone was chosen to lead the people into the 
promised land. A man he was, great in the wonders he wrought by faith, great in his triumphs. The 
works of Moses were of a higher type, his brought greater success. Either of these then aided by 
divine grace rose above all human standing. The one ruled the sea, the other heaven." (Duties of the 
Clergy, Book II, XX, 99) 
 
Blessed Augustine: "But we read in the divine books that even the sun itself stood still when a holy 
man, Joshua the son of Nun, had begged this from God until victory should finish the battle he had 
begun…  
"Who else save Joshua the son of Nun divided the stream of the Jordan for the people to pass over, 
and by the utterance of a prayer to God bridled and stopped the revolving sun?" (Treaties, XCI, Ch. 
XV, 24-25, 2 ) 
"Let no man then tell me that the motions of the heavenly bodies are times, because, when at the 
prayer of one the sun stood still in order that he might achieve his victorious battle, the sun stood still, 
but time went on. For in such space of time as was sufficient was that battle fought and ended..." 
(Confessions, Book XI, XXIII, 30) 
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St. John Chrysostom: "Consider of how great value is the righteous man. Joshua the son of Nun said, 
“Let the sun stand still at Gibeon, the moon at the valley of Elom,” and it was so. Let then the whole 
world come, or rather two or three, or four, or ten, or twenty worlds, and let them say and do this; yet 
shall they not be able. But the friend of God commanded the creatures of his Friend, or rather he 
besought his Friend, and the servants yielded, and he below gave command to those above. Seest 
thou that these things are for service fulfilling their appointed course? This was greater than the 
[miracles] of Moses. Why (I ask)? Because it is not a like thing to command the sea and the heavenly 
[bodies]. For that indeed was also a great thing, yea very great, nevertheless it was not at all equal [to 
the other]. Why was this? The name of Joshua [Jesus], was a type. For this reason then, and because 
of the very name, the creation reverenced him. What then! Was no other person called Jesus? [Yes]; 
but this man was on this account so called in type; for he used to be called Hoshea. Therefore the 
name was changed: for it was a prediction and a prophecy. He brought in the people into the promised 
land, as Jesus [does] into heaven; not the Law; since neither did Moses [bring them in], but remained 
without.“ Perhaps each of you might wish to be such as to able to command the sun and moon… For 
why did he not [merely] say, “Let the sun stand still,” but added “Let the sun stand still at the valley of 
Elom,” that is he will make the day longer? This was done also in the time of Hezekiah. The sun went 
back. This again is more wonderful than the other, to go the contrary way, not having yet gone round 
his course." (Homilies on Hebrews, Homily VIII) 

St. Anthemios of Iviron: "Let us see and another thing, more wonderful of these small ones. All 
creation remained astonished when Joshua Nun commanded the sun to stand still in the sky, until he 
overcomes his enemies; but the more strongly think that would be great when this Jesus would say to 
the sun not to stand still, but to come down from heaven to earth.” (Didachies)  

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE HOLY CHURCH FATHERS AND WRITERS  

                                           AT THE MIRACLE OF PROPHET HEZEKIAH 

 
St. Hippolytus: "When Hezekiah, king of Judah, was still sick and weeping, there came an angel, and 
said to him: “I have seen thy tears, and I have heard thy voice. Behold, I add unto thy time fifteen 
years. And this shall be a sign to thee from the Lord: Behold, I turn back the shadow of the degrees of 
the house of thy father, by which the sun has gone down, the ten degrees by which the shadow has 
gone down,” so that day be a day of thirty-two hours. For when the sun had run its course to the tenth 
hour (4 pm, 16), it returned again… And in the time of Hezekiah the moon also turned back along with 
the sun, that there might be no collision between the two elemental bodies, by their bearing against 
each other in defiance of law. And Merodach the Chaldean, king of Babylon, being struck with 
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amazement at that time, for he studied the science of astrology, and measured the courses of these 
bodies carefully – on learning the cause, sent a letter and gifts to Hezekiah, just as also the wise men 
from the east did to Christ." (Fragments, I, Discourse on Hezekiah) 
"We find the interpretations of the ancients, that day had 32 hours. For when the sun has reached its 
crugul and came to watch X, and shade dropped ten degrees in the house of the temple, the sun went 
back 10 steps, after word of the Lord, and thus have been 20 hours. And again, the sun has reached 
its own course, according to the law of the congregation, and ended at dusk. So there have been 32 
hours. " (Fragments, I, Discourse on Hezekiah) 
 
Blessed Augustine: "But we read in the divine books that even the sun itself stood still when a holy 
man, Joshua the son of Nun, had begged this from God until victory should finish the battle he had 
begun; and that it even went back, that the promise of fifteen years added to the life of king Hezekiah 
might be sealed by this additional prodigy. But these miracles, which were vouchsafed to the merits of 
holy men, even when our adversaries believe them, they attribute to magical arts; so Virgil, in the lines 
I quoted above, ascribes to magic the power to “Turn rivers backward to their source, And make the 
stars forget their course.” (City of God, XXI, 8) 
 
St. John Cassian: "He was a man who, after the close of his life had been decreed and the day of his 
death determined by the Lord’s sentence, prevailed by a single prayer to extend the limits set to his 
life by fifteen years, the sun returning by ten steps, on which it had already shone in its course towards 
its setting, and by its return dispersing those lines which the shadow that followed its course had 
already marked, and by this giving two days in one to the whole world, by a stupendous miracle 
contrary to the fixed laws of nature. Yet after signs so great and so incredible, after such immense 
proofs of his goodness, hear the Scripture tell how he was destroyed by his very successes." (Twelve 
Books on the Institutes, Bk XI, Ch X) 
 
St. John Chrysostom: "And what took place at a later period were few and at intervals; for example, 
when the sun stood still in its course, and started back in the opposite direction. And this one may see 
to have occurred in our case also. For so even in our generation, in the instance of him who 
surpassed all in ungodliness, I mean Julian, many strange things happened. Thus when the Jews 
were attempting to raise up again the temple at Jerusalem, fire burst out from the foundations, and 
utterly hindered them all." (Homilies on Matthew, Homily IV) 
"Again, the prophet Isaiah made the sun to retrace his steps, under the reign of Hezekiah..." (Homily 
to Antioch, Homily X) 
 
St. Cyril of Jerusalem: "And he, who could not hope to live because of the prophetic sentence, had 
fifteen years added to his life, and for the sign the sun ran backward in his course. Well then, for 
Hezekias’ sake the sun turned back but for Christ the sun was eclipsed, not retracing his steps, but 
suffering eclipse, and therefore shewing the difference between them, I mean between Hezekias and 
Jesus." (Catechetical Lectures, II, 15) 


