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Since disorders of calendar reform of 1924 already shook the entire Orthodox Church, emergency 
arose the necessity to solve these problems in a synodal framework. Since, for many reasons, it could 
not meet as an Ecumenical Council like in ancient times, after the Second World War it was held a 
Congress in Moscow in 1948. Here was also analyzed the problem of Paschal celebration in the sister 
Orthodox Churches. Despite some incidental Stalinist influences, we say that the Holy Spirit worked 
through the prayers of true spiritual people, and so the threatened liturgical unity was saved, it is true 
with the price of compromise. With regret that it could not be done more, we believe that it was saved 
what was possible, and it was choosed the lesser evil. The Decision on the issue in Moscow on the 
Church calendar reads like this: 
 

Resolution on the issue of "the Church calendar" 
 
1. In the desire to maintain the unity of the Church, The congress of the primates and autocephalous 
Churches gathered representatives in Moscow, did the research of the calendar problem and 
concluded that the Orthodox Church calendar value is determined above all by its position to the date 
of Paschal celebration; whereas this celebration should be based on biblical grounds and in 
accordance with the Catholic (Ecumenical) decisions everywhere at the same time, a Sunday, and not 
at the same time with the Jewish Passover. 
The Alexandrian Paschalion meets fully this church requirement. 
 
2. For that to avoid the differences regarding the Paschal celebration, because of many calendar 
systems that are in use in the autocephalous Churches, The Congress considers it mandatory for the 
whole Orthodox world to celebrate The Holy Pascha, only according to the old style (Julian), in 
accordance with the Alexandrian Paschalion. 
 
3. Until the drafting and ratification of the most improved calendar, The Congress considers that, in 
terms of fixed feasts, each autocephalous Church may use the calendar that came into use in that 
Church. 
 
4. The Congress considers that clergy and laity are bound to follow the style of that local Church, in 
the boundaries which they reside, receiving it as one of the customs of that Church, respect that is 
commanded by the Holy Canons in the name of unity and love. 
 
† The humble Alexy, by the grace of God Patriarch of Moscow and of all the Russians. 
† The humble Kalystrate, Catholicos-Patriarch of Georgia. 
† The humble Gabriel Patriarch of Serbia. 
† The humble Justinian, by the grace of God Patriarch of Romania. 
† The humble Stephanos Bulgarian Exarch. 
† The Metropolitan Elias of Lebanon. 
From the Church of Antioch † The Metropolitan Elias of Lebanon, † The Metropolitan Alexander of 
Emessa; From the Church of Alexandria, idem. 
From The Autocephalous Orthodox Church;  
From Poland, † The humble Timothy, Archbishop of Bialystok.  
From the Albanian Church, † The Bishop Paisius of Coritza. 
† The Exarch of the Moscow Patriarchate in Czechoslovakia, Eleutherius the Prague archbishop. 
 
This decision made almost 60 years ago is in effect today in Orthodoxy, except for the autonomous 
Church of Finland who received the exceptional dispense of the Ecumenical Patriarchate to celebrate 
Pascha on the new style. 
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