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                                                          THE CHURCH CALENDAR 

   (Father Dan Bădulescu) 
 

(Ro version at: http://www.hexaimeron.ro/Calendar/CalendarBisericesc.html) 
 

 
 
Our research in this calendar matter of is limited to the church area: Scripture and the Fathers. In 
the Old Testament we have the teaching about calendar first covered in the book of Genesis, then 
the laws inspired by God to Moses, i.e. to the chosen people. Concerning the appearance of 
calendar, i.e. measurement of time, remember that it belongs first of all to God Himself, and later to 
humans (Genesis I, Chronograph) 
 
The first day of creation we already have the basic elements calendar: day, night, evening, 
morning.  

 
The Calendar inspired by God: an "icon" of the time 

 
Leaving aside the profane meanings of the word "calendar" as a human system for measuring 
time: astronomical, mathematical, meteorological, political, economic, etc., let us focus on God's 
calendar. For we confess that before these human systems, the first calendar is directly created by 
God  Himself for man and before his appearance. And if we get this statement, we must give due 
honor this calendar, call it "holy" without any danger of exaggeration or fanaticism. "Holy" comes 
from Hebrew kadosh which turned to Greek aghios, and means "special", "elected" 
"distinguished." God is holy and everything related to Him and even His work is sacred and 
holy. To be convinced that these are not mere "old stylist" passionate assertions, we shall see that 
those spoken about the calendar of the first days of Genesis have a dogmatic significance being 
close linked with Easter and the iconomy of salvation. 
 
Asking the faithful (and clergy alike), i.e., those who believe and confess that those happened in 
the first day happened exactly in the way described by Moses, how they feel about the length of 
the day (light) and night of that day, the vast majority answer: "they were equal!" Of course it was 
so, then here is a fundamental element in the calendar: in the day 1 we had the time of equinox. 

 
But can we know who was this day? Again, asking the faithful who is the 7th day, they usually fall 
into two camps responsible: 1. Sunday (mostly) 2. Saturday (minority). The above confusion 
comes from the fact that the civil calendar week starts on Monday, plus the fact that the Christian 
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holy day is Sunday. So it is of course, only that in the creation week that the order was placed as 
follows: First day Sunday and the 7th is Saturday. So it was throughout the Old Testament to the 
chosen people, and even Christians called Sunday the "first day of the week." So, the correct 
answer: Day 1: Sunday, Day 7: Saturday. 

 
Going back, here's another answer absolutely certain: God made the world on a Sunday, with the 
astronomical equinox. The true Christian should know this well, to believe and confess this strongly 
to anyone. There is by no means an insignificant detail to salvation!  
 

 
 
A little-known tradition, recorded among others by Mathaios Blastaris in Sintagma: Letter P On 
Holy Pascha, the date of this equinox Sunday, expressed in terms of the Julian calendar used 
today is: March the 18th (obviously year 1). This did not meet an absolutely sure consensus in the 
Church and then we do not dwell, but only confess the month: March. 
 
Asking again the faithful: "What was the equinox: spring or autumn?" All respond without 
hesitation: "Spring". That this was the truth is witnessed by the day 3 of creation. From then until 
the end of the world plants are springing up in springtime. This does not matter that spring is in the 
northern hemisphere. Let's remember, again, that the scriptural and patristic perspective is from 
this hemisphere. After we asked these questions to believers and got the right answers, let us 
strengthen these healthy insights with the teaching of Fathers too (St. John Damascene An Exact 
Exposition of the Orthodox Faith) 
 
But not only the sun plays a major role in the calendar, but, close after him comes the moon. We 
know of course her phases, and the cause of their occurrence. But, again asking the faithful: "At 
what phase was the moon when her first appearance (fourth day)?" Again we acquire the most 
correct answer: "full moon". Of course, it is known that the baseline of the astronomical month is 
called "new moon", when the moon is unseen. But we are not messed by this, because God made 
them all full and the moon could not be exceptions to this (St. John Damascene An Exact 
Exposition of the Orthodox Faith) 
 
So: the world is made in a Sunday, vernal equinox and full moon. There are already clear and 
present elements of Easter known today that, it becomes clear to everyone now, are closely linked 
to the creation of the world. Are missing from here only those of man's creation and falling into 
sin. Can we know exactly something about these? The answer is: Yes! The Holy Tradition tells us 
that man was made the sixth day (Friday) at the six hour (12 noon, AM). Again, believers usually 
guess right now, because when they were all full and equal cosmic elements: equinox, full moon 
and afternoon. Now the link with Easter is completed: The Savior was crucified on a Friday at the 



 3 

six hour (12 AM). We will come back to these things when we speak of the Christian church 
calendar. 
  
Once these "fundamental" (and not Pentecostal "fundamentalist" or something like this) 
calendaristical elements being fixed, let us move further on in the Old Testament, in the faith of the 
chosen people. We see that even from the standpoint of revelation, faith and worship, timing plays 
a crucial role. We have seen in previous sections that the founder of celestial calendar is God 
Himself. He revealed this timetable to Seth, and hence these teachings have been taught and 
transmitted to the elected of the Lord.  We have a sample of calendar timing about Noah (Genesis 
7:11-13; 8:3-4). 

 
Coming to the descendants of Abraham, the chosen people, we meet calendar items in the book 
Exodus. Once out of Egyptian bondage, the Jews received from God the tablets of the Law 
through Moses, but not exclusively, but also indications about the order of cultic calendar important 
feasts, where the leading place is Easter. The main astronomical element, the moon with her 
cycles are closely related to those found in the section relating to the fourth day cosmological and 
the emergence of the lights (Exodus 19:1). 
 
Then follows what we may rightly call a liturgical "typikon", taught by God Himself: Exodus 12:3-18; 
Numbers 27:16-25; Leviticus 23:2-8. 

 
We shall not dwell more details about law Easter ordinance. We retain the major importance in this 
calendar of the phases of moon, the new moon is always considered a start: Numbers 1:18; 10:10; 
29:6. We consider the above quotations as sufficient, in the Old Testament there are many more, 
but we retain the elements of this religious calendar inspired by God.  
 
And if it is so, and so it is indeed, is it still someone who can doubt that this calendar, unlike other 
calendars that existed in the same time at other people, even if they too were religious, is a holy 
calendar? That does not mean of course that someone would have worshiped it as an idol, but its 
holiness made it different from other systems of measuring time, calendars. In our study we 
purposely left aside some exposure of other calendars such as was the Roman, Greek, Aztec, 
Persian, etc. They can only be a research subject from a cultural and scientific point of view, which 
is not that of this work. Of course we admit the difference between a civil and a religious calendar, 
difference which starts not so much from the method of calculation, as from the purpose of making 
up. But we do not accept the idea that the Old Testament calendar can be treated in the same 
category of other contemporary religious calendars. Who would argue, for example, the revealed 
character of the Maya calendar? The religious calendar is a kind of "skeleton" of a religious cult, by 
which is closely related. Anyone can easily realize that the cultic aspect depends drastically of this 
calendar, to the point where that it can be said that a liturgical worship without calendar is 
nonsense. We will see further the important consequences of this fact when we shall talk about the 
Christian church calendar. 
 
At this point the discussion, once cleared the holy character of God revealed calendar, let us see if 
it is proper to call this calendar an "icon of time". The word "icon" can have several meanings: face, 
type, prototype, image, imagination, symbol, etc. The most known meaning is of course that of the 
"image", the holy icons are representations "after the likeness" of the holy prototypes: The Lord 
Jesus Christ, The Virgin Mary, The Holy Angels, The Saints, The Righteous, The Prophets, The 
Holy Cross. The 7th Ecumenical Synod established once and for all the dogmatic importance of the 
veneration of holy icons by Orthodox Christians. Those who defame them, abolish them, distort 
them or despise them are put under anathema and lose their salvation. Attitudes above can be 
called with a word "iconoclasm". If in this matter, and the role of sacred images in worship (spatial 
dimension) things are clear enough and cleared over 1,000 years, not always so in terms of "time" 
dimension. Despite the fact that the whole religious worship, in our case of the church, is organized 
strictly in time, that there is a holy (sacred) time and profane feasts, fast, etc., that this organization 
which is the Church liturgical calendar is simply the spine of this cult, without which it would 
dissolve into a mist practices more or less magic, of modern and contemporary Christian 
consciousness has disappeared almost entirely the fact that the church calendar is an "icon" of 
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time. Already this objection is raised from some who refuse to accept this confession, and even the 
whole problem of chronology and calendar, counting it as being in no case "dogmatic" but 
somewhat secondary, optional, interpretable, negotiable and subject to reforms and adaptations of 
all kind, according to the needs - not to say interests – of the moment. 
 
We aim to draw attention to issues of utmost importance, which prolonged neglect will have 
catastrophic consequences in the life of the Orthodox Church. For all sorts of reason, Orthodoxy 
has left the study and research of these issues in cosmology, chronology and calendar, 
considering, somewhat justly, that the saints, from St. Basil the Great (fourth century) to St. 
Athanasios of Paros (18th century) have said everything that was clear needed, without the need 
for additional research. So it is of course, only that in the meantime in the field appeared "the tares" 
i.e. the teachings of the heretical and atheistic scientists, and a new weeding of the land is 
required. This does not mean at all new research on astronomical instruments and advanced 
methodologies, or the latest fancy theories as we see that suggest some modernists. 
 
We are totally for the recovering of the spirit of traditional patristic and related studies, and we also 
try, with our weak power and lot of humanities ballasts to do so. We have also in The Holy 
Scripture a terrible warning of the Lord (Matthew 5:13-15). 
 

ABOUT THE CHURCH CALENDAR 
 

 
 
 

Short history 
 
We have seen the overwhelming importance that the calendar has in people's lives. This 
arrangement of time has several levels: religious (spiritual, theological), political (social and 
economic), scientific (astronomy, mathematics, geography, weather). As a community work it is 
taught and enforced by the respective managements of the state and its dominant religion. So we 
can speak of two calendars: the religious and political (civil). In the past, however, state and 
religion were a close unit so that civil and religious calendar simply confused. The difference was 
minimal, the civilian adding holidays of leaders, etc. 
 



 5 

We shall not have in this research work a detailed study of various calendars, but we shall focus on 
the calendars to which contributed The Holy Spirit. We saw this collaboration in the Old Testament, 
and we continue with what we are interested in the most high: church calendar. Of course this 
calendar too includes the issues mentioned above. Spiritually, it is inspired to those who compose 
it – the Holy Fathers – by The Holy Spirit. 
 
As regards the political aspect, here things get complicated because the temporal power is 
intensive involved, the calendar being a tool for normalization of society, religious, cultural, 
economic homogenization, very important, making the state - in any form of organization and 
management, establish and enforce that calendar with the law decisions. The first Christians came 
from the Jews and lived in the Roman Empire. Then came the conversion beyond Jewish ethnic 
and political borders of the empire. From the point of view that interests us here, that of the 
calendar, of course the Jews, with their own religion, worship, synagogue, kept also their religious 
calendar. In this regard it should be noted that during the Old Testament, from the prophet Moses - 
who revealed the Hebrew liturgical calendar - continuing with the judges and then kings, religious 
calendar was the same as political (civil). Taking these teachings, the Christian Church considered 
the way of calculating law Easter, for which were developed several methods and tables. We will 
see later how important was for those under the law of grace this determination and what 
connection is between the law and Christian Pascha. The same goes for the same period and on 
the other calendars, among which we interest here especially the Greeks and Romans calendars. 
 

The Julian calendar 
 
The latter is particularly important when the Empire emerges and we got the very important reform 
made by Julius Caesar and astronomer Sosigenes, from which emerged the so-called "Julian 
calendar". This calendar is, in turn, a unique political and religious calendar, and was the official in 
the Roman Empire, from Britain to Syria, and also being the official ecumenical. It should however 
be noted that this calendar only regulate and unify civil and economic life (politics) of the empire. 
Throughout its extended territory there were a lot of people with their respective beliefs, worship 
and their calendars. So in terms of religious, Julian did not matter of course than for Roman 
religion. 
 

The Church calendar itself 
 
As mentioned above, the vast majority of Christians in first three centuries after Christ lived in the 
Roman Empire. In time, from 2nd century on, the number of Christians from the "nations” 
overwhelmed the number of Jewish Christians, who will remain a minority within the Church. The 
worship in the early centuries took of course a lot from the synagogue worship, but gradually took 
shape typical forms of the Christian Church that stood out and away from the Jewish. In addition to 
this item were also here and there influences from the pagan area. Of course, we must not accord 
too great importance to these, as do the cultural humanist analyzes, but to remember that in the 
Christian Church not only dogmas, but also canons and worship have all revealed character, being 
the work of God through the intercession of the Holy Apostles and then the Holy Fathers. 
 
Regarding worship, we showed clearly that the "skeleton" of, so to speak, in terms of a framework, 
but alive and not dead like that, is the liturgical calendar which gives rhythm and standard the time 
of divine services: Holy Liturgy, praise, feasts, fasts. Due to objective historical and political 
circumstances, the early Christians could not have a uniform coagulated ecumenical liturgical 
calendar such as the Julian. They turned to dating after it, or after the Greek, Egyptian, Syrian, 
Macedonian calendars with their days and names.   
 

THE CENTRAL ELEMENT (PIVOT) OF THE CHURCH CALENDAR: 
THE HOLY PASCHA 

 
In order to understand the vital but complicated problem of the church calendar, we must start by 
study what constitutes the reference axis of it: The Holy Pascha, the highest calendaristical event 
in the economy of world salvation. The Orthodox spiritual understanding of this moment is the most 
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important, but it is not possible if it is not located on the unshakable foundations of the true spatial 
and temporal settlement as it was discovered and taught in the Church. And this is fully borne out 
by the way, as we shall see, in which the Holy Apostles and Holy Fathers have treated these 
problems. 
  
We shall briefly show how hard it was to achieve a dogmatic and cultic unity in establishing the 
moment of The Holy Pascha, i.e. of the paschalion. And this, remember, in a community which at 
least, had essentially the right cosmological and chronological representation. But we know that 
the essence is not sufficient, but it must go also in details and events, and exactly here occurred in 
the first three centuries in the Christian Church a number of problems and misunderstandings, 
which at times reached the edge of the anathemas and schism. 
Before going into details of these controversies let us remind the cosmological and chronological 
basic elements: God created the world in six days of 24 hours with all its elements: evening, night, 
midnight, morning, day, midday, afternoon, hours. The year had four seasons and started in the 
spring, i.e. when the equinox occurred. Sun, moon and the stars (zodiac) were made on the fourth 
day, when it was already spring equinox, and revolved around the earth fixed at the center of the 
universe. The speeds of rotation of the heavens being different, it were introduced some elements 
of calculation, called cycles, epactae, temelions. The cycles also testify about a circular and regular 
motion around the earth. 
 
The economy of our salvation was, is and remains the mystery of mysteries. But, let us remember 
that in our theology, mystery means not also secret, but something beyond the nature and  
understanding of creatures, even of the angels. However, it pleased to God to reveal these 
mysteries to His creatures, of course as far as it is possible to receive by those, and the economy 
of salvation is part of these discoveries. God made these discoveries from the start, first to our 
ancestors Adam and Eve, then to His chosen the righteous and Old Testament prophets, 
continuing with the very supernatural and beyond understanding incarnation. Since then the 
frightening mysteries were worked and revealed by God the Son and Word, now Jesus of 
Nazareth. Those who share these mysteries were primarily closest: His Mother and disciples. 
 
Since God is the same in the Old and New Testament, it was absolutely necessary for people to 
have revealed the link between the two. Christ says: "I am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and 
End", and between these times should be a connection and coherence. We will not speak in our 
study about Omega, End, Dreadful Judgment, but still focus on Alpha – The beginning, and the 
events related to the Crucifixion and Resurrection, i.e. the Christian Pascha. The link was made in 
the seen realm by linking the astral and chronological events related, as shown in the previous 
sections, by the first week of creation. 
So, resuming (again and again...): 1-6 days vernal (spring) equinox, full moon days 4-6, the 
creation of man in Day 6 (Friday) at 6 hour (12 noon). The fall into original sin also took place on a 
Friday at six hour. 
 

The Spring Equinox 
 
The Equinox is now of obvious importance. With its spiritual and moral implications we must not 
forget that it has also a cosmic real, seen (felt) aspect. 
 
We give further the celestial mechanism of occurrence of the vernal equinox. In its daily rotational 
motion around the earth, the sun rises from a point E (east) and sets the point W (sunset). In 
addition to the rotating 24-hour movement, the solar sky has a top-down undulation that occurs 
during a solar year. During this movement, the sun passes through all 12 signs in the zodiac, six in 
the northern hemisphere, 6 in the southern hemisphere. 
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The beginning of the solar year is the moment of spring equinox, the day and night are equal, and 
the location is right upon the equator - earthly and heavenly too, as the earth has no inclination! - 
and in the zodiac sign Aries. We shall see that the problem of equinox was extremely important 
and difficult, both in ancient and modern and contemporary period. Different views and 
astronomical calculations have caused irreparable church calendar ruptures. 

 
What is actually the problem? We shall give a simple explanation to facilitate the readers 
understanding of this problem. For, we must recognize that, in astronomical field the knowledge of 
the overwhelming majority of people today are totally inadequate and unreliable. 
We shall now explain the phenomenon of precession of the equinox. 
The starry heaven (the 8th), with those signs spins around the earth, but only with a daily circular 
rotation without having a wave motion, and thus keeps the stars and signs in a fixed vertically 
place. But as this heaven is faster than the solar heaven the sidereal day and year are shorter than 
the solar ones. Therefore we can not disregard those two heavens with their movements. The 
difference in speed and duration of solar and sidereal year is 1/300 days i.e. 4 m 48 s. So we have 
reduced the amount of 6 h and get 5 h 55 m 12 s. Next we add this amount every year since 
equinox will occur with annual delay. Let's take a concrete application. 
 
Spring Equinox March 21 at 6 am, first degree Aries, the situation, because of such movements 
will look like that: 
Year 1   March 21 at   6:00 00 (hours, min. sec.) 
Year 2   March 21 at 11:55 12 
Year 3   March 21 at 17:50 24 
Year 4   March 21 at 23:45 36 
Year 5   March 20 at   5:40 48, etc. 
 
Now we see more clearly the phenomenon of precession of equinox: the fifth year it is already a 
day later. Exactly this is corrected by the leap year in which is added an extra day in year 5 the 
equinox will fall on March 21 at 5 40m 48s. 
The precession continues in this way for 300 years after that, even with increasing addition of leap 
years, the equinox will fall on March 20, a.s.o. In this time occurs also a shift in the sign Aries 
towards sunset, so in retrograde the sense, in the sign of Pisces. 
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Regarding the equinox connection the following important observation has to be made, as 
indicates also the interpretation of the Apostolic Canon 7 located in The Rudder. We will return to 
it. Here we have also an important point: sometimes we hear the assertion that "the Fathers of 
Nicaea fixed the equinox on March 21". The meaning that is meant by this assertion is that in the 
year 325 it was operated a reform/change of the Julian calendar by the Holy Fathers, by amending 
and fixing the calendaristical date of the astronomical vernal equinox! And therefore, from then on 
it can be operate all kinds of adjustments required by changing the date, suppressing the days 
needed, just as the gregorians did in the 16th century and some Orthodox in the twentieth century. 
But here it is an error: The Saints of Nicaea did not change and have not fixed the calendaristical 
date (21 March) of the astronomical vernal equinox, but, rather, this date is deducted from the 
interval of paschal celebration: 22 march – 25 aprilie. The equinox „fixed” by the the Fathers in the 
paschal tables is – as it is the paschal full moon that follows it  - different from the astronomical 
”felt” and changeable according to the precession phenomenon described before, i.e. i tis one 
„thought” and unchangeable! 
 
According to orthodox Christian teaching, God is first Almighty (Pantocrator), permanently 
providential and sustains the existence and the mechanisms of the celestial and terrestrial 
movements without interruption since. The universe and creatures have never any existential and 
motion, energy autonomy. They all are carried and moved by the uncreated energies of God. If the 
universe is a "clock" - why not? We can accept this image up to a point - then it works perfectly 
because the Watchmaker, unlike the human one, does not occur from time to time to adjust it, but 
it supports and maintains continuously and regularly. Now, we know that this calendar, the Julian, 
came into office after 44 BC, and in it did not operate the above data from the beginning of the 
world. According to this calendar, by the time of the Nicene Fathers apparently the equinox felt on 
21 March and paschal tables have been taken into account this chronological reference point, and 
that equinoctial dating. 
 
In connection with these charts, and other such, we must remember that they are viewed is 
composed of top-down perspective, a one only thought, because one can not observe these 
trajectories and movements from that observation point, nor a space platform how advanced it may 
be. The only one who had a spatial perspective somewhat of this caliber was, as we saw, Set, but 
he too was assisted by the Angel (Archangel Gabriel), who described for him what he saw, not 
letting him spoil his human senses and the mind powerless (Chronograph). 
In other diagrams, there is a side perspective, equally impossible to obtain in reality as the one 
before. 
 

 
THE PROVIDENTIALLY TIME OF ESTABLISHMENT 

OF THE CATHOLIC AND ETERNAL CHURCH CELEBRATION 
OF THE HOLY PASCHA 

 
Paschal controversies 

 
 
At first, in the first three Christian centuries the controversies have been about the different 
celebration of The Holy Pascha, the date, fasting, etc. The situation worsened with time and 
reached the threshold of Church schism and excommunication of those who did not accept the 
order of the celebration of Pascha in a Sunday after the vernal equinox, and especially after the 
Jewish Passover. The attempts to unify the paschalion, and hence the liturgical calendar in its 
essence – common Pascha, and all linked to this: fasting, Pentecost, Ascension, etc. failed for 
several reasons of which the most important we think it was the objective impossibility to have an 
Ecumenical Council, the only court that could issue a ruling normative and binding for the whole 
Church, as the decisions and canons of local synods of Holy Fathers need their validation into an 
Catholic ecumenical level. Second, the decision about a calendar for a community, be that the 
Church must somehow be sanctioned and implemented by the state authority which can issue 
binding decisions in this respect either of approval or prohibition of that calendar. Or, it is well 
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known what calendar envisaged the authority of that time: the Julian, who was certainly Gentile 
and not have the slightest connection with the paschal criterion of the church. 
 

The Holy Ecumenical Council of Nicaea and 
contribution of St. Constantine the Great 

 

 
 
 
 

The providentially time to resolve these conflicts has been decided by God to come after nearly 
300 years, the time of the St. Emperor equal to Apostles Constantine the Great. The external 
events (seen) were related to unification and homogenization of political and administrative 
situation of the Roman Empire, and reaching the top of a pagan emperor, who first appeared in 
favor of Christians, helped by his mother's (St. Helena) prayers, and the showing of the sign of the 
cross with which help he overcame miraculously his rival Maxentius. Then followed an increase in 
faith and closeness to Christ and the Church of the Emperor himself, conversion to full and total 
involvement in church life, first by the tolerance edict of Milan (311), and then convened the first 
Ecumenical Council of Nicaea (325), which debated two serious and important issues: the heresy 
of Arius and the date of Pascha. 
 
As we said before, inspired by God in his apostolic (missionary) endeavour, The Holy Emperor 
noticed the profound practical importance of reaching a unified celebration of Pascha, which will 
now be the pivot itself of the liturgical calendar that begins to form now into the 4th century by the 
Holy Fathers and God bearers, in form and structure that we know with the periods that will be 
called Octoechos, Triodion and Pentecostarion, the cycle of fixed feasts (Synaxis of the Holy) and 
mobile derivative of the celebration of the Holy Pascha. 
 
This moment has a paramount importance for the problem we are dealing. Here, both in St. 
Constantine the Great and the Holy Fathers of Nicaea cases, we consider that the one who 
instilled the solving of the paschalion once and for all and all, was The Holy Spirit Himself. And if so 
is the case, as it is indeed, we see how bad would be the sin of violation of this decision, namely 
not to follow the 4 decisions about which we shall proceed, and to break the unity by using different 
paschalions and liturgical calendars. Is today might accept a new diversity calendar, different 
paschalions, etc. in this one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Orthodox and Ecumenical Church? And 
what strong and valid reasons could cause this diversity? It seems that the answer to these 
questions to be: no one, not diversity calendar, one Pascha for all Orthodox! 
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The four paschal decisions 
 
These decisions were taken at Nicaea, but they should not be taken in any way as an 
unprecedented first, as an innovation of those Holy Fathers. The roots of these decisions are found 
in the apostolic tradition and practice of the first Christian centuries. As in dogma cases - here the 
one-and-same-being of The Holy Trinity, the equality between Father and Son, and His ever birth – 
which were not at all some new revelations from the 4th century, but a coherent formulation of what 
the Church has always believed from the beginning, so the paschal foundations are old and 
traditional. These decisions inspired by the Holy Spirit, have sometimes been considered by some 
to be relative and subject to retouching. But for the Orthodox Christians they have an unshakable 
strength, and there are no grounds to change their essence. 
 
According to these decisions, The Pascha will be celebrated: 
 
1. In a Sunday; 
2. After the vernal equinox (northern hemisphere of course!) 
3. During the Paschal Full Moon; 
4. After the Hebrew Passover. 
 
                                       CANONICAL APPLICATIONS OF THESE DECISIONS 
 
Once established criteria and paschal decisions with eternal and universal validity, it was time for 
the canonical level of the church law to draw lines of a tipiconal and liturgical discipline which could 
not be violated without danger of severe sanctions, designed to keep this and dogmatic and cultic 
unity gained with such labor and sacrifice. The following canons address the issue of Pascha: 
 
Canons about paschal celebration: 
- Apostolic Canon 7; 
- Canon 66 Sixth Ec. Council; 
- Canon 89 Sixth Ec. Council; 
- Canon 1 St. Dionysius of Alexandria; 
- Canon 81, Carthage 77; 
- Canon 14 Laodicea 
 
 


