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THE HEAVEN 

(Fr Dan Bădulescu) 
Ro version: http://www.hexaimeron.ro/Cosmologie/Cerul.html 

 
In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth 

  
We accept and confess that at that beginning of the world have occurred only heaven and earth, and 
no other body existed, nor a planet, satellite, galaxy, star, asteroid, comet, etc., only the heaven and 
the earth: 
  
"Then that the creation of the heavens and of the earth were like the foundation and the groundwork" 
(St. Basil the Great Hexaimeron) 
"Thus, although there is no mention of the elements, fire, water and air, imagine that they were all 
compounded together, and you will find water, air and fire, in the earth." (St. Basil the Great 
Hexaimeron)  
 
We'll see how high knowledge of Moses, a synthesis of supernatural revelation and advanced science 
of ancient Egypt, are taken much later by ancient Greek thinkers. But where from took the Egyptians 
and Persians (Chaldeans) themselves those advanced astronomical knowledge? 
 
The book Chronograph reveals this secret too: "God gave Abraham this gift from His Holiness and he 
knew the art of the stars and the building of heaven and zodiac. And he showed this craft first to 
Egyptians. And have the great honor by the Egyptians." 
 
What information is available so far about the shape and nature of heaven and earth? 
 
The Scripture tells us about heaven in Job 22:14. 
"Upon the essence of the heavens we are contented with what Isaiah says, for, in simple language, he 
gives us sufficient idea of their nature, “The heaven was made like smoke”, that is to say, He created a 
subtle substance, without solidity or density, from which to form the heavens. As to the form of them 
we also content ourselves with the language of the same prophet, when praising God “that stretcheth 
out the heavens as a curtain” (Isaiah 40:22)." (St. Basil, Hexaimeron). 
Since, therefore, the Scripture speaks of heaven, and “heaven of heaven” (Psalms 68:34; 114:24), 
and  “heavens of heavens”, and the blessed Paul says that he was snatched away “to the third 
heaven” (2 Corinthians 12:2), we say that in the cosmogony of the universe we accept the creation of 
a heaven which the foreign philosophers, appropriating the views of Moses, call a starless sphere." 
(St. John Damascene An Exact Exposition of the Orthodox Faith) 
 
What is it? These "foreign philosophers" were among others Pythagoras, Plato, Aristotle, Ptolemy and 
Hipparchus. What teachings of Moses was that about? Exactly those in which Moses, having been 
raised and educated in Pharaoh's court has excelled: the astronomical. For it is well known that the 
Egyptians were among the most advanced in astronomy and mathematics. 
 
"That Moses, whose name is a synonym for wisdom, severely trained his mind in the learning of the 
Egyptians." (St. Basil the Great Homily 22 to Young men) 
Returning to the form of heaven, we see that St. John Damascene accepts without combat that the 
form of heaven is a sphere, which is important for those to come. Another important element is linked 
to the state or moving of the heaven: 
"Further, some have thought that the heaven encircles the universe and has the form of a sphere, and 
that everywhere it is the highest point, and that the centre of the space enclosed by it is the lowest part 
(elements of Aristotelian physics). The element, then, that is lightest and most inclined to soar 
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upwards is fire, and hence they hold that its position is immediately after the heaven, and they call it 
ether, and after it comes the lower air. 
 
… All, therefore, who hold that the heaven is in the form of a sphere, say that it is equally removed 
and distant from the earth at all points, whether above, or sideways, or below. And by “below” and 
“sideways” I mean all that comes within the range of our senses. For it follows from what has been 
said, that the heaven occupies the whole of the upper region and the earth the whole of the lower… 
Further, they say that the heaven moves in a circle and so compresses all that is within it, that they 
remain firm and not liable to fall asunder… 
They say, besides, that the heaven encircles the earth in the manner of a sphere, and bears along 
with it in its most rapid revolutions sun, moon and stars." (St. John Damascene An Exact Exposition of 
the Orthodox Faith) 
 
"And the wise Greeks say, that the heaven turns with the mundane nature of the soul, and as they say 
that they teach this rightly... But as the earth by his nature stands and the water, when does she take 
the lower back? In this way, the heaven also by his nature is moving around, keeping the upper 
place." (St. Gregory Palamas, 150 natural, theological, moral and practical chapters) 
 
These Astrophysics elements were set out in the past by Aristotle, among others, and as we have 
seen, received by the Holy Fathers. 
For now, at this initial moment there is, as we said, no other celestial body. But we received about the 
heaven the following elements: a spherical shape, composition and movement (which is observed to 
occur from sunrise to sunset, we return with details.) They are far enough: 
"For the great part the heaven is greater than the earth, but we need not investigate the essence of 
the heaven, for it is quite beyond our knowledge." (St. John Damascene An Exact Exposition of the 
Orthodox Faith) 
 

 
The Firmament 

(Genesis 1:7-9; Psalm 149:4; 2 Corinthians 12:2) 
 

 
 
Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters! 

 
St. Basil the Great: "There appears to be something more in this. The word is not limited to a simple 
command. It lays down the reason necessitating the structure of the firmament: it is, it is said, “to 
separate the waters from the waters”… 
 

http://www.voskrese.info/spl/Exact.html
http://www.voskrese.info/spl/Exact.html
http://www.voskrese.info/spl/Exact.html
http://www.voskrese.info/spl/Exact.html


 3 

In the second place, does “the firmament” that is called heaven differ from the firmament that God 
made in the beginning? Are there two heavens?  
The philosophers, who discuss heaven, would rather lose their tongues than grant this. There is only 
one heaven, they pretend; and it is of a nature neither to admit of a second, nor of a third, nor of 
several others. The essence of the celestial body quite complete constitutes its vast unity. Because, 
they say, every body which has a circular motion is one and finite. And if this body is used in the 
construction of the first heaven, there will be nothing left for the creation of a second or a third. Here 
we see what those imagine who put under the Creator's hand uncreated matter; a lie that follows from 
the first fable. But we ask the Greek sages not to mock us before they are agreed among themselves. 
Because there are among them some who say there are infinite heavens and worlds. When grave 
demonstrations shall have upset their foolish system, when the laws of geometry shall have 
established that, according to the nature of heaven, it is impossible that there should be two, we shall 
only laugh the more at this elaborate scientific trifling. These learned men see not merely one bubble 
but several bubbles formed by the same cause, and they doubt the power of creative wisdom to bring 
several heavens into being. 
 
As for myself, far from not believing in a second, I seek for the third whereon the blessed Paul was 
found worthy to gaze (2 Corinthians 12:2). And does not the Psalmist in saying “heaven of heavens” 
(Psalm 149:4) give us an idea of their plurality? Is the plurality of heaven stranger than the seven 
circles through which nearly all the philosophers agree that the seven planets pass,--circles which they 
represent to us as placed in connection with each other like casks fitting the one into the other?  
 
Agreement to the Saints Gregory of Nyssa and Cyril of Jerusalem: 
"Through the separation of heavier bodies, because of their finer nature, less heavy bodies were 
divided, some falling to the ground, others remained in the water: once the light and smooth world of 
the upper beings put order in the lower ones, as not all were the same being with them, after a 
passage of time, they undo the Public communion and gather according to related properties, among 
which stands out the crowd of countless stars, each having its innate qualities and who reaches 
normally just the highest place among creatures, where they remain each in their place, no stopping 
on their way from their roundly movement and never changing their place. For if their ordering is 
unchanged, however their nature is always in motion. 
After the fastest motion comes, on the second place, one that is closest to that speed, reaching the 
second circle; after that the one from the third and then fourth place, until the seventh in speed. 
Because the more remote is everyone from the above, the more late is the rotation speed." (St. 
Gregory of Nyssa Apologetic speech to Hexaimeron) 
 
"The earth, which bears the same proportion to the heaven as the center to the whole circumference 
of a wheel, for the Earth is no more than this in comparison with the heaven: consider then that the 
first heaven which is seen (the month‟) is less than the second, and second than the third, for so far 
Scripture has named them..." (St. Cyril of Jerusalem Catechetical Lectures) 
 
"If we believe some of those who have preceded us, we have not here the creation of a new heaven, 
but a new account of the first. The reason they give is, that the earlier narrative briefly described the 
creation of heaven and earth; while here scripture relates in greater detail the manner in which each 
was created. I, however, since Scripture gives to this second heaven another name and its own 
function, maintain that it is different from the heaven which was made at the beginning; that it is of a 
stronger nature and of an especial use to the universe." (St. Basil the Great Hexaimeron) 
 
"From these things be thou persuaded that this earth, in which the children of Adam are sown, and the 
firmament that is over men, (even) that firmament which is set to divide the upper heavens from the 
earth and this life, shall pass away, and wear out, and be destroyed. And God will make a new thing 
for the children of Adam, and they shall inherit inheritances in the Kingdom of Heaven." (Aphrahat The 
Demonstrations)  
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In these passages we find the teaching of astronomy/astrology of Aristotle and Ptolemy, which, 
behold, presents the patristic confirmation about which we were spoken. 
- What does that mean: "Let a firmament be made"? 
- As if someone were to say in human language: Let there be some sort of barrier and division to 
come between them and make a separation... 
That is to say, once the firmament existed, He ordered some of the water to go below the firmament, 
and some to be on top of the firmament. 
Now, what would you say this means, the firmament? Water that has congealed, or some air that has 
been compressed, or some other substance? 
No sensible person would be rash enough to make a decision on it. Instead, it is better to be quite 
grateful and ready to accept what is told us and not reach beyond the limits of our own nature by 
meddling in matters beyond us, but rather to know only the simple fact and keep it within us - namely, 
that by the Lord‟s command the firmament was produced, causing division of the waters, keeping 
some below and being able to carry the rest elevated on top of it." (St. John Chrysostom, Homilies on 
Genesis)  
 
Returning to the words of the Holy Basil, it's time to revisit the ancient model of the heavens as it was 
described by Aristotle and Ptolemy, and received by the Fathers. It notes 7 "heavens" of the seven 
planets (sun and moon are, as we see, planets!) plus two heavens, one of the stars (and 
constellations - zodiac), and the last without stars, but only with (thought/intellectual) signs. 
 
"Except the earth we live it, the figure and the words show that there is another earth. And with 
confidence because they are the same center of the earth and water, the earth was to be completely 
uninhabitable for all." (St. Gregory Palamas, 150 Chapters...) 
 
St. John Chrysostom insists that God created "one heaven" in the meaning of "one world" "one 
cosmos" "a single universe." The "heavens" described above are contained in this unique heaven, in 
whose center is an unique earth around which rotates a single sun.  
 
"Now we must say something about the nature of the “firmament”, and why it received the order to 
hold the middle place between the waters. Scripture constantly makes use of the word “firmament” to 
express extraordinary strength. "The Lord my firmament and refuge." (Psalm 18:1); "I have 
strengthened the pillars of it." (Psalm 75:3); "Praise him in the firmament of his power." (Psalm 151:1). 
The heathen writers thus call a strong body one which is compact and full, [1471] to distinguish it from 
the mathematical body. A mathematical body is a body which exists only in the three dimensions, 
breadth, depth, and height. A firm body, on the contrary, adds resistance to the dimensions. It is the 
custom of Scripture to call firmament all that is strong and unyielding. It even uses the word to denote 
the condensation of the air: He, it says, who strengthens the thunder. (Amos 4:3) Scripture means by 
the strengthening of the thunder, the strength and resistance of the wind, which, enclosed in the 
hollows of the clouds, produces the noise of thunder when it breaks through with violence. Here then, 
according to me, is a firm substance, capable of retaining the fluid and unstable element water. 
 
And as, according to the common acceptation, it appears that the “firmament” owes its origin to water, 
we must not believe that it resembles frozen water or any other matter produced by the filtration of 
water; as, for example, rock crystal, which is said to owe its metamorphosis to excessive congelation, 
or the transparent stone which forms in mines. This pellucid stone, if one finds it in its natural 
perfection, without cracks inside, or the least spot of corruption, almost rivals the air in clearness. 
 
We cannot compare “firmament” to one of these substances. To hold such an opinion about celestial 
bodies would be childish and foolish; and although everything may be in everything, fire in earth, air in 
water, and of the other elements the one in the other; although none of those which come under our 
senses are pure and without mixture, either with the element which serves as a medium for it, or with 
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that which is contrary to it; I, nevertheless, dare not affirm that the firmament was formed of one of 
these simple substances, or of a mixture of them, for I am taught by Scripture not to allow my 
imagination to wander too far afield. 
 
 But do not let us forget to remark that, after these divine words "let there be a firmament," it is not said 
"and the firmament was made" but, "and God made the firmament, and divided the waters."…  
 Therefore we read: "Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters 
from the waters." 
 I have said what the word “firmament” in Scripture means. It is not in reality a firm and solid substance 
which has weight and resistance; this name would otherwise have better suited the earth. But, as the 
substance of superincumbent bodies is light, without consistency, and cannot be grasped by any one 
of our senses, it is in comparison with these pure and imperceptible substances that the “firmament” 
has received its name… 
 
"And God called the firmament heaven." 
The nature of right belongs to another, and the “firmament” only shares it on account of its 
resemblance to “heaven”. We often find the visible region called “heaven”, on account of the density 
and continuity of the air within our ken, and deriving its name “heaven” from the word which means to 
see. It is of it that Scripture says, "The fowl of the air," (Psalm 9:8); "Fowl that may fly... in the open 
firmament of heaven;" (Genesis 1:20) and, elsewhere, "They mount up to heaven." (Psalm 107:26) 
Let us understand that by water water is meant; for the dividing of the waters by the firmament let us 
accept the reason which has been given us." (St. Basil Hexaimeron) 
 
Blessed Augustine says the same: 
"With this reasoning some of our scholars attack the position of those who refuse to believe that there 
are waters above the heavens while maintaining that the star whose path is in the height of the heaves 
is cold. Thus they would compel the disbeliever to admit that water is there not in a vaporous state but 
in the form of ice.  But whatever the nature of that water and whatever the manner of its being there, 
we must not doubt that it does exist in that place. The authority of Scripture in this matter is greater 
that all human ingenuity." (The literal meaning of Genesis) 
 
"...for on it the firmament was made between the waters above and beneath, and was called 

“Heaven,” in which firmament the stars were made on the fourth day." (City of God) "Now we are 

seeking to know whether the Creator, who has ordered all things in measure, and number, and weight, 

has assigned to the waters not just one proper place around the earth, but another also above the 

heavens, a region which has been spread around and established beyond the limits of air. 

 

What is the firmament? Is it that heaven which extends beyond the entire realm of air and above the 
air‟s farthest heights, where the lights and the stars are set on the fourth day? Or is the air itself called 
the firmament? This is the question that must concern us here... 
For very wonderful is this corporeal heaven, of which firmament, between water and water, the second 
day after the creation of light, Thou saidst, Let it be made, and it was made (Genesis 1:6). Which 
firmament Thou calledst heaven, that is, the heaven of this earth and sea, which Thou madest on the 
third day, by giving a visible shape to the formless matter which Thou madest before all days. For 
even already had Thou made a heaven before all days, but that was the heaven of this heaven; 
because in the beginning You had made heaven and earth." (Confessions) 
 
And Ambrose of Mediolanum says: 
"Our argument, then, is based on the word of God: "Let there be a firmament made amidst the waters 
and let it divide the waters from the waters!" And from this arises the question whether He calls the 
firmament the heaven which He already created, concerning which it is written: "In the beginning God 
created heaven and earth." I am not unaware of the interpretation which some have held on this 
subject, namely, that as the creation at the hands of God and the foundation of heaven has been 
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before expressly stated by Scripture, so a clearer exposition of the work of creation is here given. 
Whereas in one place a summary of the work, as it were, is briefly stated, in the other, the nature of 
the operation is depicted according to the specific aspect of things as they appear at the same 
moment of creation. But there is something which needs our consideration: there is a question of 
another word for heaven, “firmament”, and there emerges an aspect and condition of more solid 
character, to which is added the person of a co-operating agent. For it is written: "And God divided the 
waters that were under the firmament from those that were above the firmament." (Genesis 1:7) 
 
And first of all these interpreters wish to destroy the profound impressions which frequent reading of 
the Scriptures have made in our mind, maintaining that waters cannot exist above the heavens. That 
heavenly sphere, they say, is round, with the and in the middle of it; hence, water cannot stay on that 
circular surface, from which it needs must flow easily away, falling from a higher to a lower position. 
For how, they say, can water remain on a sphere when the sphere itself revolves? This is one of those 
sophistical arguments of the subtlest kind. Grant me an opportunity to reply. If it is not granted, there 
need be no further room for discussion. They ask us to concede to them that heaven turns on its axis 
with a swift motion, while the sphere of the earth remains motionless, so as to conclude that waters 
cannot stay above the heavens, because the axis of heaven as it revolved would cause to flow off. 
They wish, in fact, that we grant them their premise and that our reply be based on their beliefs. In this 
way they would avoid the question of the existence of length and breadth in that height and depth, a 
fact which no one can comprehend except Him who is filled "with the fullness of the Godhead" 
(Ephesians 3:18) as the Apostle says. For who can easily set himself up to be a judge of God‟s work? 
There exists, therefore, breadth in the very heights of heaven. To speak of matters within our 
knowledge, there are a great many buildings which are round in the exterior but are square-shaped 
within, and vice-versa. These buildings have level places on top, where water usually collects. We are 
led to mention these matters in order to draw the attention of these interpreters to the fact that their 
opinions can be confuted by other opinions closer to the truth and that they may cease measuring 
such a mighty work of God in terms of human work and merely estimate of our capacities. 
             
We follow the tradition of the Scriptures and we value the work by our esteem of the Author, as to 
what is said. "Let there be a firmament made", He said, "amidst the waters and let it divide the waters 
from the waters". From this I learn that the firmament is made by a command by which the water was 
to be separated and the water above be divided from the water below. What is clearer than this? He 
who commanded the waters to be separated by the interposition of the firmament lying between them 
provided also the manner of their remaining in position, once they were divided and separated. The 
word of God gives nature its power and an enduring quality to its matter, as long as He who 
established it wishes it to be so, as it is written: "He hath made a decree and it shall not pass away" 
(Psalm 148, 5-6). 
 
But let us return to our theme: "Let there be a firmament made in amidst the water!" Let it not disturb 
you, as I have already said, that above He speaks of heaven and here of a firmament, since David 
also says: “The heavens narrate the glory of God and the firmament declareth the work of his hands.” 
(Psalm 18:2) That is to say, the created world, when one beholds it, praises its own Author, for His 
invisible majesty is recognized through the things that are visible. It seems to me that the word 
"heaven" is a generic term, because Scripture testifies to the existence of very many heavens. The 
word "firmament" is more specific, since here also we read: “And He called the firmament, heaven” 
(Genesis 1:8). In a general way, He would seem to have said above that heaven was made in the 
beginning so as to take in the entire fabric of celestial creation, and that here the specific solidity of 
this exterior firmament is meant. This is called the "firmament of heaven”, as we read in the prophetic 
hymn: “Blessed are Thou in the firmament of heaven” (Daniel 3:56). For heaven, which in Greek is 
called ούρανός, in Latin, caelum, is connected with the word “stamped” [caelatum] (Latin - polished, 
inlaid), because the heavens have the lights of the stars impressed on them like embossed work, just 
as silver plate is said to be “stamped” when it glitters with figures in relief. The word ούρανός seems to 
be derived from the Greek verb "to be seen" [άπό tou όράσθαι]. In distinction [Πρός άντιδιαστολήν] 
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therefore, to the earth, which is darker, the sky is called ούρανός, because it is bright, that is to say, 
visible..." (Hexaemeron) 
  
Again: "And all the visible creation was made in six days: in the first, the light which He called day; in 
the second the firmament; in the third, gathering together the waters....And God set them in the 
firmament of the heaven, to give light upon the earth, and to rule over the day and over the 
night....And the firmament is to divide between waters and waters, and to be a place to set the stars 
in." (St. Athanasius the Great Discourse Against the Arians) 
 
Again "as also He decked the visible firmament with stars, to which also He assigned their paths and 
arranged their courses." (St. Clement of Rome Homilies) 
"And now the water which was within the world, in the middle space of that first heaven and earth, 
congealed as if with frost, and solid as crystal, is distended, and the middle spaces of the heaven and 
earth are separated as by a firmament of this sort; and that firmament the Creator called heaven, so 
called by the name of that previously made: and so He divided into two portions that fabric of the 
universe, although it was but one house." (St. Clement of Rome Recognitions of Clement) 
 
"They, who ought to have been struck with amazement on beholding the vaultings of the heavens: 
they, who ought to have worshipped Him who reared the sky as a dome (Isaiah 40, 22), who out of the 
fluid nature of the waters formed the stable substance of the heaven. For God said, Let there be a 
firmament in the midst of the water. God spake once for all, and it stands fast, and falls not. The 
heaven is water, and the orbs therein, sun, moon, and stars are of fire: and how do the orbs of fire run 
their course in the water? But if any one disputes this because of the opposite natures of fire and 
water, let him remember the fire which in the time of Moses in Egypt (Exodus IX, 23-24) flamed amid 
the hail, and observe the all-wise workmanship of God. 
 
For since there was need of water, because the earth was to be tilled, He made the heaven above of 
water that when the region of earth should need watering by showers, the heaven might from its 

nature be ready for this purpose." (St. Cyril of Jerusalem Catechetical Lectures) 
"...And His voice which first commanded the firmament and it was made, divided the waters that were 
above, and gathered the seas that were under." (St. Ephraim the Syrian Hymns) 
 
"So likewise, in the case of heaven and the firmament, though one nature is signified by each of these 
words, their difference represents one or other of its peculiar characteristics, in looking at which we 
learn one thing by the appellation “heaven,” and another by „firmament.‟ For when speech would 
define the limit of sensible creation, beyond which it is succeeded by the transmundane void 
apprehended by the mind alone, in contrast with the intangible and incorporeal and invisible, the 
beginning and the end of all material subsistences is called the firmament. And when we survey the 
environment of terrestrial things, we call that which encompasses all material nature, and which forms 
the boundary of all things visible, by the name of heaven." (St. Gregory of Nyssa Answer to Eunomius’ 
Second Book) 
 
"For as the heaven which is above us, the firmament, the sun, the moon, the rest of the stars, and all 
their grandeur, although they had no previous existence, were called into being." (St. Irenaeus of 
Lugdunum Against Heresies) 
"Must not every one reject and despise such special pleading as that by which Origen says of the 
waters that are above the firmament that they are not waters, but heroic beings of angelic power, and 
again of the waters that are over the earth—that is, below the firmament that they are potencies of the 
contrary sort, that is, demons?" (Blessed Jerome Letter from Epiphanius) 
 
"A firmament is constructed between heaven and earth, and to this is allotted the name heaven, in the 
Hebrew shamayim or „what comes out of the waters,‟ and the waters which are above the heavens are 
parted from the others to the praise of God. Wherefore also in the vision of the prophet Ezekiel there is 
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seen above the cherubim a crystal stretched forth, that is, the compressed and denser waters." 
(Blessed Jerome Letter to Oceanus) 
              
"The sun has its own splendor, the moon tempers the darkness of the night; and the five heavenly 
bodies which are called planets traverse the sky in different tracks and with different degrees of 
luminousness. There are countless other stars whose movements we trace in the firmament. Each 
has its own brightness." (Blessed Jerome Against the Pelagians) 
              
Then St. John Damascene: 
"For in the midst of the sea of waters the firmament was established at the Master‟s decree. And out of 
it God bade the firmament arise, and it arose. Now for what reason was it that God placed water 
above the firmament? It was because of the intense burning heat of the sun and ether. For 
immediately under the firmament is spread out the ether, and the sun and moon and stars are in the 
firmament, and so if water had not been put above it the firmament would have been consumed by the 
heat… But further, God called the firmament also "heaven" (Genesis 1:8), which He commanded to be 
in the midst of the waters, setting it to divide the waters that are above the firmament from the waters 
that are below the firmament (Genesis 1:6). 
 
He usually says "heavens of heavens", and this clearly means "heaven of heaven", which is above the 
firmament, and "the waters which are above the heavens", whether it is the air and the firmament, or 
the seven zones of the firmament, or the firmament itself which are spoken of in the plural as 
"heavens" according to the Hebrew custom.  
 
So when he wanted to say "the sky of heaven," said "heaven of heavens", which signifies the sky over 
the country, and he says "the waters above the heavens" (the same), according to Hebrew custom, 
language, is called the plural.” (St. John Damascene An Exact Exposition of the Orthodox Faith) 
 

The stars  
When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy (Job 38:7)  

 
See also Baruch 3:21-22. 
"See again another evident proof of its greatness. Although the heaven may be full of stars without 
number, the light contributed by them all could not disperse the gloom of night." (St. Basil the Great, 
Hexaimeron)  
 
"By the same token, about the stars we would say that He directed them to be in the firmament of 
heaven and shed their light on the earth... This, after all, is what they were designed for, shining on the 
earth and governing the day and the night... when it taught us the creation of the two lights and the 
stars, it used these words in common about them all: "For governing the day and the night, and 
separating the light from the darkness." You see, just as you can‟t spy the stars moving in the sky 
during the day - the sun of course, concealing their strength with its great brilliance -, so too during the 
night the sun would never be visible, since the moon is sufficient with its light to dispel the gloom of 
night; each of the heavenly bodies keeps to its own boundaries and never oversteps its due measure, 
but rather maintains the Lord‟s design and fulfils its proper purpose." (St. John Chrysostom, Homilies 
on Genesis) 
 
"…and that the stars, coursing (the firmament) as shooting sparks, arise out of the motion of the pole." 
(St. Hippolytus Refutation of All Heresies) 
"The moon, then, and the stars were set to lighten the night: not that they are in the daytime under the 
earth, for even by day stars are in the heaven over the earth but the sun conceals both the stars and 
the moon by the greater brilliance of its light and prevents them from being seen." (St. John 
Damascene An Exact Exposition of the Orthodox Faith) 
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